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MVČK | Prezident P. Maurer: Valné shromáždění OSN se musí 
zaměřit na nejzranitelnější lidi postižené ozbrojenými konflikty 
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- - - souhrn - - - 

Prezident MVČK se zúčastní Valného shromáždění OSN. Při příletu uvedl, že Valné 
shromáždění se schází v kritickém okamžiku, kdy je svět konfrontován s rozsáhlejšími a 
složitějšími konflikty. Tématem pro letošní rozpravu Valného shromáždění OSN je "Zaměřit 
se na lidi: usilovat o mír a slušný život pro všechny na udržitelné planetě". MVČK je členem-
pozorovatelem OSN a P. Maurer se zúčastní klíčových debat o Sýrii, Iráku, Jemenu, 
Středoafrické republice a prevenci hladomoru. Zúčastní se také slavnostního podpisu 
Smlouvy o zákazu jaderných zbraní [ve středu 20.9.]. P.Maurer se rovněž vyjádřil k novému 
způsobu práce OSN prosazovaném generálním tajemníkem OSN. Ve vztahu 
k mezinárodnímu humanitárnímu právu P.Maurer uvedl, že porušování pravidel války je 
urážkou naší společně chápané lidskosti a ohrožením života. Zdůraznil, že lídři, kteří se tento 
týden v N.Yorku shromáždili, mají v silách zajistit, aby pravidla válek byla respektována a 
prosazována. Je čas, abychom všichni splnili slib a stáli při těch nejzranitelnějších. 

 

 

- - - plný text - - - 

On arrival to New York for the United Nations General Assembly, ICRC President Peter 
Maurer said:    

“This General Assembly meets at a critical moment, when the world is faced with conflicts of 
greater number and complexity. In the last six months, I’ve visited some of the world’s most 
brutal and protracted conflicts. Four weeks ago I was in South Sudan. Not long before that I 
was in Yemen. Before that Syria, Myanmar and Ukraine. Each time I met with the people 
who suffer most. It is the urgency to alleviate people’s suffering that is my purpose this 
week.” 

The theme for this year’s United Nations General Assembly Open Debate is “Focusing on 
people: striving for peace and a decent life for all on a sustainable planet." During the Open 
Debate world leaders will address the General Assembly and participate in High-Level 
events on the world’s most pressing issues. ICRC is an Observer Member of the United 
Nations and participates in UN General Assembly High-Level Week. President Maurer will 
participate in key debates on Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Central African Republic, and famine 
prevention, as well as address the signing ceremony of the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons. 

“The choice to ‘focus on people’ is the right one,” Mr Maurer said. “My recent trips have 
made clear to me that a ‘focus on people’ must in practice be a focus on vulnerable people 
who are stuck in the middle of  deadly  conflicts. This demands attention to critical prevention 
issues. Without addressing these issues, civilians will continue to pay the price, health care 
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facilities will be attacked, aid workers will be killed, and war-ravaged countries will remain a 
threat to regional and international stability and security.” 

ICRC is an independent, frontline humanitarian organization and works to prevent suffering 
by promoting and strengthening humanitarian law and universal humanitarian principles. In 
this the ICRC shares with the UN a common goal to prevent human suffering. 

“The UN Secretary-General is emphasizing a new way of working that recognizes what we in 
ICRC see on the ground in conflict hotspots,” Mr Maurer added on the relationship with the 
United Nations and principles of international humanitarian law. “The nature of protracted 
conflict means we must provide immediate lifesaving assistance while at the same time 
maintaining essential services over the long term. Abuses of the rules of war are an affront to 
our shared humanity and a threat to life.” 

“Leaders gathered here this week have it in their power to see that international humanitarian 
law is respected and enforced. Whether in the conduct of the fight or in the flow of arms, 
warring parties and those who support them must do more to uphold the rules of war. 
Humanitarian action cannot be held hostage to political ends or be defined by operational 
models that do not reflect today’s realities. We must embrace new relationships with civilians 
in need and find new ways of financing this support. It is time that we all live up to the 
promise and stand up for those most vulnerable.” 
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