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MVČK | Sýrie: Ve společnostech ničených konflikty po léta platí 
nejvyšší cenu civilisté 
 
13. květen 2022 
 
Stanovisko prezidenta Mezinárodního výboru Červeného kříže 
 

Tento týden navštívil prezident MVČK Peter Maurer Sýrii sužovanou nepokoji a občanskou 
válkou již 11 let.  

Ve svém stanovisku vydaném po skončení cesty P. Maurer konstatuje, že války snadno 
začínají, ale končí až po vytrvalém a dlouhodobém úsilí o mír. Vysoká míra destrukce za 
válek v zastavěných oblastech spolu s rozdělením rodin jsou faktory společné všem válkám 
ve světě.  
Vyšší cenu platí civilisté, když se válčí v rozporu s pravidly mezinárodního humanitárního 
práva. P.Maurer uvádí příklad utečeneckého táboru Al-Hol, v němž žije na 56.000 lidí, z toho 
2/3 děti. Podmínky pro děti nevyhovují mezinárodním normám a navíc se podmínky v táboře 
stále zhoršují. Uvedený tábor označil za ostudu mezinárodního společenství.  
Dále zmiňuje katastrofální dopady války na ekonomiku, když je v důsledku krize a 
mezinárodních sankcí snižuje schopnost obyvatel uspokojit své základní potřeby a nemají 
přístup k základním službám. Již 90 % obyvatel žije pod hranicí chudoby a 14,6 milionů z 18 
je odkázáno na humanitární pomoc. Podpora mezinárodního společenství je nezbytná. 
Je zřejmé, že spolu s respektováním mezinárodního humanitárního práva roste šance na 
usmíření a snížení utrpení. 
Civilisté platí také cenu za „transakční přístup“ všech zúčastněných k humanitárním akcím.  
 

--- plné znění stanoviska --- 
 

It takes years, sometimes decades, for societies shattered by conflict to recover. 

The people of Syria know first-hand that wars start easily and end only after sustained and 
long-term efforts for peace and reconciliation, and with huge amounts of suffering along the 
way. The massive destruction seen in urban warfare and the pain of separated and missing 
family members are commonplace challenges across the globe’s conflicts. 
Civilians pay the greatest price when wars are fought in violation of international 
humanitarian law. And then there are those displaced, people shuttled into camps or 
provisional shelters, who end up living their life in appallingly harsh conditions for years or 
even decades with little to no hope. 

Al-Hol, one of the most challenging protection crises of our time, still holds more than 56,000 
people, two-thirds of whom are children. In my third trip to the camp this week, I saw with 
regret that conditions are deteriorating. The children here have less food, clean water, health 
care and education than international standards call for. They are endlessly exposed to 
dangers, and their rights are ignored. A lack of attention is not an excuse to forget the 
women and children here. 

We welcome the efforts that have been made to repatriate women and children back to their 
home countries. But this camp remains the shame of the international community. No one 
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should be made stateless. Political will and sustainable solutions must be found before more 
lives are lost. 

Across Syria, a declining economy due to the consequences of the crisis and sanctions 
dramatically reduces the population’s ability to address vital needs and access basic 
services. Humanitarian needs in the country remain massive; 90% of the population is living 
under the poverty line, and some 14.6 million people, out of 18 million, are still in need of 
humanitarian assistance. The extensive destruction and gradual deterioration of vital 
infrastructure – water, electricity and health care – are stretching the population’s ability to 
cope. 

Eleven years of crisis, the shockwaves of Covid-19, now coupled with the Ukraine crisis, are 
having serious repercussions for the floundering economy, disrupting food and fuel imports 
and causing the Syrian pound to plummet at breakneck speed.  

After a decade of visits to Syria as president of the ICRC, the people here are close to my 
heart. This has been one of the defining contexts of my presidency and of humanitarian 
operations worldwide. 

It is a conflict where I have been moved by the suffering of people and impressed by their 
resilience, as I stood in the rubble of their homes and as I heard their appeals to find their 
missing family members. While the protracted conflict now confronts a new phase, it is 
evident that the support of the international community is needed to help a population in 
freefall. 

It’s clear to me that the more humanitarian law and principles are respected during conflict, 
the better the chance for reconciliation and, ultimately, decreased suffering. We must pursue 
the humanitarian reflex to assist people without food, water and shelter, people without 
access to healthcare, those whose family members are separated or missing, and those in 
detention. 

The long-term needs of Syrians are immense. A political solution is crucial to bring an end to 
the suffering of millions.Civilians continue to pay the price of the lack of a political 
breakthrough, but also of transactional approaches to humanitarian action by all the parties 
involved. 

My visit comes at a moment when tragedy visits other parts of the world. Whether we talk 
about ICRC’s work to evacuate civilians from Aleppo in late 2016 or Mariupol, Ukraine more 
recently, I’m proud that the ICRC has been able to provide aid and protection to those who 
need it most, working to carry out neutral, impartial humanitarian action. 

 

Připravil: Doc. Dr. Marek Jukl 
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